BULL. BOT. SURV. INDIA 
V 0 I. T 27 No 7 1-4 : ppr 70 72, 1970 


SOME NEW DISTRIBUTIONAL, RECORDS IN INDIAN GRASSES 
Deb Kumar Banerjee and D. C. Pal 

Botanical Survey of India , Calcutta 


ABSTRACT 

The paper records new distributional areas in India for 12 grasses, namely, Arthraxon 
guartinianus (A. Rich.) Nash, Brachiaria mutica (Forssk.) Stapf, B. subquadripara (Tiin.) Hitchc., B. villosa 
(Lamk.) A. Camus var. barbata Bor, Coelorhachis khasiana (Hack.) Stapf ex Bor, Dimeria hohenackeri 
Hochst. ex Miq., Echinochloa cruspa-vonis (H.B.K.) Schult., Eragrostis riparia (Willd.) Nees, Iseilema anthe - 
phoroides Hack., Meiinis minuiifiora P. Beauv., Microsiegium vagans (Nees ex Steud.) A, Camus, Setaria 
paniculifera (Steud.) Fourn. ex Hemsl. 


INTRODUCTION 

During the preparation of an account of the gras¬ 
ses of Bihar, Orissa and West Bengal (Jain, Banerjee 
& Pal, 1972), the authors have noted several new 
distributional reports. The following are some of 
the more noteworthy ones: 

NEW REPORTS FROM BIHAR 
Arthraxon quartinianus (A. Rich.) Nash 

This grass is, so far, known to occur in southern 
(Fischer 1934 ; Blatter & McCann 1935), central 
(Raizada, Bharadwaja and Jain 1961) and north¬ 
western (Tiwari 1954 ; Bor i960) India. 

The examination of the specimen of Clarke 
35675A, form Hazaribagh, Bihar shows that A. quar- 
tinianus occurs in eastern India. Recently, Jain 
(1971) has reinstated a variety A. quartinianus var. 
glabrescens (Hack.) Jain; a comparison with the 
type shows that the specimen from Bihar is var. 
quartinianus. 

Brachiaria subquadripara (Trin.) Hitchc. 

This grass has not so far been reported from 
Bihar. The examination of the collection of Wood 
187, from Chotanagpur, Bihar shows that B. sub¬ 
quadripara occurs in this State. Bor (1940, i960) 
mentions that this grass has been reported from 
plains of Darang, Assam and also from Morada- 
bad, U.P. 

Dimeria hohenackeri Hochst. ex Miq. 

According to Bor (i960) this taxon is endemic in 
Madras. The examination of the material of Guhd 
245, Bihar shows that D. hohenackeri occurs in 
Bihar. It resembles D. siappana C. E. Hubbard ex 
Pilger, but differs in size of the spikelets and in 
absence of the wing on the upper glume, 


NEW REPORTS FROM ORISSA 
Brachiaria mutica (Forssk.) Stapf 
This grass is a native of Africa and America and 
has been introduced in several parts of the world 
for fodder. It has not been reported by earlier 
workers on grasses of Orissa State, mainly ( Bal 
1942 ; Haines 1924; Mooney 1950; Panigrahi et at. 
1964 ; Raizada 1949 ; Raju 1964 and Sanyal 1957). 
The examination of the material Raju 1520, Kora- 
put, Orissa reveals that this species occurs in this 
State. 

NEW REPORTS FROM WEST BENGAL (POLITICAL) 
Brachiaria subquadripara (Trin.) Hitchc. 
panicum subquadripara Trin. 

This grass is not mentioned in any literature 
on grasses of Bengal (Pram 1903, Biswas 1950, 
Majumdar 1956 oL 1966, Chakravarty 1957, Paul 
& Bhaiidcharya 1959, Chaudhuri 1959a, b, 1960a, 
b, 1965 ; Datta & Maiii 1^963 ; Daita & Majum¬ 
dar 1966 ; Mali'ck 1966 ; Matthew 1966 ; Banerjee 
1968). But a recent collection from Indian Botanic 
Garden, Howrah, shows its occurrence from West 
Bengal [Banerjee 4873 (CAL)]. (See also note above 
in Bihar list). 

Brachiaria villosa (Lamk.) A. Camus var. barbata 
Bor 

Brachiaria villosa var. barbata bears an apical 
silvery beard on lower glume and upper lemma 
which are not found in Brachiaria villosa var. villosa , 
Brachiaria villosa var. villosa is a weed of waste 
places and cultivated fields in hills and plains. The 
variety barbata is reported from Nepal (Bor i960). 
A sheet deposited in Calcutta herbarium (Clarke 
92ooe, Kalimpong, Darjeeling) is identified as 
Brachiaria villosa var. barbata. This grass is an 
addition to the grass flora of West Bengal, 
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Coelorhachis khasiana (Hack.) Stapf ex Bor 

Rottboellia stricta Nees ex Steud. subsp. khasiana 
Hack, 

It is a grass from Khasi hills and Sikkim ( Hooker 
1897, Bor 1940 & i960, Mitra 1958), Prain (1903), 
Majumdar (1956 & 1966), Chaudhuri (1959a,!), 

1960a,!), 1965), Datta & Majumdar (1966), Malick 
(1966), Matthew (1966), Banerjee (1968) did not 
record this grass in their works. A collection of this 
grass from Darjeeling area [Clarke 13666 D (CAL)] 
indicates its occurrence from north Bengal. 

Echinochloa craspavonis (H. B. K.) Schult. 

It is a grass from tropical regions of South 
America and Africa and has been reported in India 
from Andamans [Bor i960). Assam [Bor 1940), 
Madhya Pradesh [Jain & Banerjee 1967). The grass 
does resemble the awned variety of E. crusgalli 
(Linn.) P. Beauv. and is sometimes difficult to sepa¬ 
rate from it. Calcutta herbarium has specimens of 
Wallichian collections of E. cruspavoms from Bengal 
and Nepal [Wall. Cat. No. 8867 D, F). 

Past and present workers on Bengal grasses [Prain 
1903, Majumdar 1956 & 1966, Chaudhuri i959a,b, 
1960a,b & 1965, Datta & Majumdar 1966, Malick 
1966, Matthew 1966, Banerjee 1968) did not include 
this grass in their accounts. The grass does occur 
in West Bengal and it is found growing in shallow 
water on the bank of a pond in Indian Botanic Gar¬ 
den, Howrah [Banerjee 3188 (CAL)]. 

Eragrostis riparia (Wiiid.) Nees 

E. tenella (Linn.) p. Beauv. var. riparia Stapf in 
Hook. f. FBI 7: 315, 1897. 

This grass occurs in most districts of Madras 
[Fischer 1934), Orissa sea-coast ( Prain 1903, Haines 
1924), Assam [Bor 1940), Lower Bengal ( Wall . Cat. 
No. 5011, Hooker 1897). This grass is often being 
confused with Eragrostis ciliaris (Linn.) R. Br. But 
present workers on West Bengal grasses did not in¬ 
clude this grass. A recent collection from Bankura 
district (Soil Conservation Office, Midnapur, G-16, 
1967) supports its occurrence from West Bengal. 

Iseilema anthephoroides Hack. 

This grass is reported to be growing in Peninsular 
India [Hooker 1897, Fischer 1934, Tiwari 1955). It 
has not been reported from eastern India [Prain 
1903, Haines 1924, Bor 1940, Mooney 1950, Majum¬ 
dar 1956 & 1966, Mitra 1958, Chaudhuri 1959a,b, 

1960a,b & 1965, Datta & Majumdar 1966 ; Malick 
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1966; Matthew 1966, Banerjee 1968). This grass is 
often confused with Iseilema laxum Hack. Collec¬ 
tions of this grass from Raniganj area in West Bengal 
as early as 1866 & 1894 have been located in Calcutta 
Herbarium \Kurz s.n. (CAL); Naskar 1160 (CAL)]. 
Thus the distribution of this grass extends from 
south to eastern India through Madhya Pradesh. 

Melinis minutiflora P. Beauv. 

This grass is from Africa and now it is introduced 
into many tropical countries as a fodder grass ; it 
has an odour of cumin. In Manipur, mosquitoes 
avoid it. possibly due both to odour and viscid hairs 
[Bor i960). This grass is now growing wild in 
Midnapur district | Soil Conservation Office (Survey 
& Planning), Midnapur District (Nc. G8), 1967] and 
is a valuable introduction in this state. 

Microstegium vagans (Nees ex Steud.) A. Camus 

Pollinia vagans Nees ex Steud. F.B.I. 7: 115, 1897. 

This grass occurs in Nepal [Wallich 8807 B, 
Hooker 1897), i‘ n plains and hills of Assam up to 
1200 m [Bor 1940), Sikkim Himalaya [Mitra 1958). 
But Prain (1903), Majumdar (1956 & 1966), Chau¬ 
dhuri (1959 a,b, 1960a,!) & 1965), Datta & Majumdar 
(1966), Malick (1966), Matthew (1966), Banerjee 
(1968) did not include this grass in their works on 
Grasses of Bengal. 

During examination, it is observed that Micro¬ 
stegium vagans occurs in West Bengal and there is 
a note in a herbarium sheet that M. vagans is a 
common grass, found in Tista bridge to Kali Jhora, 
Darjeeling District j Burkill 34088, Herb. R. E. P.] 

Setaria paniculifera (Steud.) Fourn. ex Hemsl. 

It is a grass from tropical America and is culti¬ 
vated in Ceylon as a fodder and ornamental grass. 
No floras on Indian grasses record this grass. Very 
recently it is recorded from Bhutan area. Setaria 
paniculifera is also found in Kohima in Naga Hills 
[Jain 1968). 

A recent collection from Darjeeling area [Patel 
s.n., Darjeeling) indicates that this grass is now grow¬ 
ing in north Bengal. This species is confused with 
Setaria palmifotia (Koen.) Stapf [Rominger 1962). 
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